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We will provide more infor-
mation when it becomes 

available. 
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    Rickwood Calendar        
1/12/30/22 to 3/10/23 

• For Miles College base-
ball games, please visit 
www.milesgoldenbears.
com/sports/baseball/ 
for the schedule of 
games, which begin in 
late January or early 
February 

• Please like our Face-
book Page for updates 
about events at the park: 
www.facebook.com/
friendsofrickwood.com 

R I C K W O O D ’ S  H O M E  R U N  D E R B Y  W A S  A  H I T !  

mentary and interviewed play-
ers throughout the Derby. 
Derek Scudder, the PA an-
nouncer for the Barons, was 
our official announcer. Miles 
College Baseball players and 
local kids helped out by shag-

ging flies in the outfield. 

 

The contest closely mimicked 
MLB’s annual event. Each 
player was given four minutes 
to hit in the first round with 
the top four advancing to the 

semi-finals.  

 

Ian Hancock, who brought a 
loud cheering section of rela-
tives and students from BSC, 
won the first round after slam-
ming 11 homers including 
several bombs that easily 
cleared Rickwood’s right field 
roof. Seth Smith hit 8 homers 
with Desmond Jennings fin-
ishing closely behind him with 
7 of his own. Brandon Moss 
and Andruw Jones tied for 
fourth place in the first round 
with 6 homers each. However, 

- Continued on page 5 

      

There will be no Rickwood Clas-
sic in 2023. We previously re-
ported that Major League Base-
ball assumed control of most 
aspects of the minor leagues in 
2020. MLB adopted uniform 
guidelines, primarily focusing on 
player and fan safety at all pro-
fessional ballparks. This im-
pacts our ability to host the 
Rickwood Classic without neces-
sary and reasonable improve-
ments to the ballpark, such as 
netting, padded outfield walls, 
upgrading the playing field, and 

other items. 

Our conversations with MLB, 
the Birmingham Barons, and 
the City of Birmingham have 
continued to be both positive 

and productive.  

 

The City of Birmingham has 
agreed to help finance the work 
needed to bring the Classic 
back and plans are underway. 
While not definite, all parties 
remain hopeful that the Rick-
wood Classic may return for the 

2024 season and beyond.  

R I C KWOOD T A L E S  

     Get Your Rickwood 

Gear!       

Caps, t-shirts, jackets, posters, 
books, coffee mugs, and other 
Rickwood merchandise are 
available for purchase at 
https://rickwood.com/shop/  

R I C K W O O D  C L A S S I C  M A Y  R E T U R N  I N  2 0 2 4  

with the Rockies, A’s, Padres, 
Mariners, and Orioles; Michael 
Archie II, who hit .325 and 
slugged 10 home runs in 2022 
while leading the Miles Golden 
Bears with 54 RBIs, an incredi-
ble .543 on base average, and a 
.667 slugging percentage; and 
left-handed hitting Ian Hancock, 
who batted .356 for Birming-
ham-Southern’s 2022 Southern 
Athletic Association champion-
ship team, while leading the 
Panthers with 16 homers, a 
.722 slugging percentage, and a 

1.250 OPS.  

 

More than 1,000 fans poured 
into Rickwood for the contest. 
After an autograph session, the 
players briefly took batting prac-
tice using custom-made Cam-
Wood bats that were generously 
donated for the contest by MLB 
veteran Wes Helms, who was 
unable to compete due to a 
wrist injury. Ron “Papa Jack” 
Jackson was on hand to offer 
advice to the hitters and meet 
with the fans. Jackson’s neph-
ew, CBS-42’s Sports Anchor Dee 
Jackson provided color com-

On Sunday, October 16, 2022, 
Rickwood Field hosted its inau-
gural Home Run Derby. The 
event was an incredible success 
as we embark on a new fall 
tradition at America’s Oldest 
Ballpark.  

 

Participants included: former 
Atlanta Braves great and 5-time 
all-star, Andruw Jones, who hit 
434 home runs during a 17-
year career and won 10 Gold 
Gloves; speedy Desmond Jen-
nings of Pinson Valley High 
School, who hit 55 home runs 
and stole 95 bases for the Tam-
pa Bay Rays and was regarded 
as one of the best defensive 
outfielders in the game during 
his 7-year career; Brandon 
Moss, who played with the Red 
Sox, Pirates, Phillies, A’s, Indi-
ans, Cardinals, and Royals dur-
ing his 11-year career in the 
majors hitting 160 homers, 
including 30 for Oakland in 
2013 and 25 the following year 
as he made the 2014 American 
League All-Star team; Seth 
Smith, who had 126 homers in 
his 11-year big league career 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrickwood.com
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrickwood.com
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F R I E N D S  O F  R I C K W O O D  
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Daniel Foundation                         $25,000 

Sen. Linda Coleman Madison        $10,000 

Greater Birmingham Convention & Visitors Bureau   $6,000 

Society for American Baseball Research (Local Grants Program)  $2,500 

“The result was a 
significant increase in 

game and event rentals, 

merchandise sales, and 

two new, high profile 

fundraising events: the 

Savannah Bananas, and 

the Home Run Derby.” 
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$5,000+    
Mickey Newsome 
Edward Reynolds Charitable 
Foundation 
Morris Shea Bridge Company* 
Owen Vickers* 
 
$1,000 - $4,999 
Jeff Ritchie 
Doug Friedman 
Coke Matthews 
David Wininger 
Dan Weinrib* 
Hematology and Oncology  
   Associates 
Grant Alspaugh 
Network for Good 
Nick Woodward 

Rucker Taylor  

$1,000 - $4,999 (Cont’d)  
Art Black 
Bhate Geosciences 
Bill Cather 
Progress Bank* 
 
$500 - $999 

Rick Woodward 

Bob Woodward 

Mallie Whatley 

Michael Shehi 

Gerald Watkins 

Mike and Anne Warren 

Sam Fisher 

Alanah Melton 

Mark Hayne 

Tony Renta 

Paul Nagrodski 

Deborah Bolton 

Up to $499 (cont’d) 
John Eppenger 
Squire Gwen 
Barry Halpern 
Jeffrey LaLima 
James Martin 
Barry Halladay 
Thomas Norton 
Francois Gagnier 
Kevin Ingham 
Edward Brock 
Paulette Morant 
Charles Ball 
Scott Gardner 
T.M. Dye 
Greg Mayo  

 

*Home Run Derby sponsor  

Without the annual boost from the Rickwood Classic, the Friends of Rickwood intensified our year-

round fundraising efforts. The result was a significant increase in game and event rentals, merchan-

dise sales, and two new, high-profile fundraising events: the Savannah Bananas, and the Home Run 

Derby. The combined efforts made for a record year. We are pleased to highlight the following private 

contributions (as of 12/15/22): 

We also received generous grant support for our activities from the following: 

This listing does not include support such as the countless hours of help by our legion of volunteers, 

the support from the City of Birmingham, the critical in-kind donations we count on, annual Board 

dues, or merchandise sales. Our Members are listed on the following page. When considered as a 

whole, community support for Rickwood Field is at an all-time high. We cannot thank everyone 

enough for their generous support. 

Please let us know if we missed your donation so we can correct our listing.   

Tax deductible dona-
tions help the Friends 
of Rickwood maintain 
and restore America’s 
Oldest Ballpark, such 
as the recent renova-
tion of the exterior of 
our Conference room, 
which used to be the 
Barons’ Dugout Res-
taurant (L), and the 
infield replacement 

project (R). 



Rickwood Tales   

Gold Glover ($100) 

Ken Samuelson 

Presley Rebman 

Roy W Henderson 

Steven Michael Solmonson 

Kevin Soper 

Ken Kelly 

Scott Scharding 

Dan Dean Busby 

Darell Lucas 

Michael Holdefer 

Keith Thomson 

Jorge L Toro 

Wylie Scott Atkinson 

John J Loglisci 

Amy Kohan 

Sean Jones 

Richard “Heath” Drake 

Matt Bauman* 

Andrew Wilburn* 

Bob Carlton* 

Veteran ($50) 

William C Middlebrook 
Ben Foster* 
Rockwell Hoffman* 

 

Rookie ($25) 

Jonathan Michael Baskin 
David Depperman 
Kelly Donald White 
John R Alsobrook 
Frederick C. “Rick” Bush 
George Williamson 
Charles Michael Morrissey 
Justin Firesheets 

Billy Sanford* 

Ian Andrew Kellogg-Clarke* 

 

*Renewal Members 
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“When considered as a 
whole, community 

support for Rickwood 

Field is at an all-time 

high. We cannot thank 

everyone enough for their 

generous support.” 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S  F R O M   

T H E  FR I E N D S  O F  R I C K W O O D !  
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Rickwood Tales   

As I look back on the  2022 
season at America’s Oldest 
Ballpark, I can honestly say 
that 2022 was one of the 
best years since the Friends 
of Rickwood began taking 
care of the park. Here are just 
a few of the highlights of our 

year: 

 

• The Savannah Bananas 
played before a crowd of 
9,500 fans on a rainy 
April day. Rickwood host-
ed the largest crowd ever 

to see the Bananas; 

 

• UAB and Birmingham 
Southern played in our 
inaugural Rickwood Col-
lege Classic before a 

crowd of 1,000 fans; 

 

• In June, we updated 
Rickwood’s champion-
ships mural thanks to a 
GoFundMe campaign 
and $2,500 from SABR’s 
Local Grants Program; 

 

• “Perfect Game” brought 
many of the top 16-18- 
year-old baseball players 
in the US to Rickwood as 

part of their national 

tournament; 

 

• Rickwood was a key ven-
ue for SABR’s Jerry Mal-
loy Negro League Confer-
ence and attendees got 
to have a catch on the 

field; 

 

• Reggie Jackson, Rollie 
Fingers, and Joe Rudi 
returned to Rickwood to 
recount their experiences 
as members of the 1967 
Birmingham A’s for a 
documentary film; 

 

• Rickwood hosted 14 
former Cincinnati Reds 
players and 60 “over 40” 
ball players in a week-
long tournament in Octo-

ber; 

 

• Future Hall of Famer and 
Atlanta Braves great 
Andruw Jones and other 
former MLB stars came 
to Rickwood to compete 
in our inaugural  Home 
Run Derby; which was  
won by Birmingham-
Southern’s Ian Hancock; 
and 

• Rickwood had visitors 
from 28 states and 8 
foreign countries, includ-

ing New Zealand.  

 

2022 was a record-breaking 
year for Rickwood in every 
way. Our success was the 
result of the hard work of our 
Friends of Rickwood Board of 
Directors. The manpower and 
financial support of the Board 
made 2022 a very special 
year and I can’t thank every-
one enough for their participa-

tion and contributions.  

 

I would also like to thank 
Mayor Randall Woodfin and 
his staff, State Senator Linda 
Coleman-Madison, the Great-
er Birmingham Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, our cor-
porate sponsors, and individu-
al donors who joined us in 
keeping America’s Oldest 
Baseball Park open to serve 

as a real “field of dreams”. 
 

We are already working on 
our 2023 schedule. We hope 
to have big announcements in 

our next issue. Stay tuned! 

 

- Gerald Watkins 

ters were tied with 9 home 
runs each. Once again, a 1-
minute slug-off was employed 
as a tiebreaker, with Smith 
qualifying for the champion-
ship round in a 1-0 win. In the 
second semi-final, Ian Han-
cock kept his fans on the 
edge of their seats during a 
nerve-racking 9-8 win over 
Brandon Moss to complete 

the championship slate. 

 

In the championship round, 
the clock was shortened to 
just three minutes to the de-
light of each of the finalists, 
as fatigue was undoubtedly 

- Continued from page 1 

 

Moss advanced to the semi-
finals after defeating Jones, 1-
0, in a 1-minute slug-off tie-
breaker. Michael Archie II hit 
the ball extremely hard 
throughout the first round, but 
several balls struck the fence 
in the deepest part of the 
outfield, while four cleared 

the fence. 

 

Seth Smith matched up with 
Desmond Jennings in the first 
semi-final matchup. After 8 
combined minutes, both hit-

beginning to become a factor. 
Seth Smith opened the final 
with three homers. Ian Hancock 
needed just one minute and 
two seconds to drill four home 
runs to win the inaugural Home 
Run Derby. Rickwood’s Execu-
tive Director Gerald Watkins 
presented Hancock with a 

championship plaque.  

 

We are looking forward to con-
tinuing this new tradition with 
another Derby in 2023. We 
hope everyone enjoys the photo 
collage of the event on the op-

posite page. 
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“ D U S T I N G  ’ E M  O F F ” :  F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F   
T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  

H O M E  R U N  D E R B Y  

“Ian Hancock needed 
just one minute and two 

seconds to drill four 

home runs to win the 

inaugural Home Run 

Derby. ” 

“2022 was one of  the 
best years since the 

Friends of  Rickwood 

began taking care of  

the park.” 



If you wander over by the third-
base side of the grandstand, 
you will notice that the Friends 
of Rickwood have commemorat-
ed the championship clubs that 
have called America’s Oldest 
Ballpark home from 1910-
1987. This series remembers 

those seasons. 

  

The 1931 Birmingham Barons 
had a record of 97-35 (.638). 
The Barons finished first in the 
Southern Association (A), a 
whopping 10.5 games ahead of 
the second-place Little Rock 
Travelers. There were no SA 

playoffs that year.  

  

Birmingham had a .296 team 
batting average and the club 
was constructed for the speed 
game as they stole more bases 
(106) than home runs (62).  
Butch Weis accounted for near-
ly one-third of all the homers hit 
and batted .369. Other notable 
players included Pete Susko 
(.337, 6 homers), Jess Cortazzo 
(.312), Woody Abernathy (.311, 
10 homers), Charlie Gooch 
(.305), and Billy Bancroft (.277, 

25 doubles). 

  

The Barons had a 3.70-team 
ERA. The staff was led by Bob 

Hasty (21-13, 3.67, 289 IP), 
Jim Walkup (20-5, 2.86, 249 
IP), Ray Caldwell (19-7, 3.45, 
248 IP, and Clay Touchstone 
(15-11, 4.76, 223 IP). 11 
players on the Barons’ 19-
man roster spent time in the 

big leagues.  

Managed by Clyde Milan, the 
1931 Barons won an exciting 
series over the favored Hou-
ston Buffaloes, 4 games to 3. 
Art Black wrote a great book 
about that series, Showdown 
at Rickwood: Ray Caldwell, 
Dizzy Dean, and the Early 
Years of America’s Oldest Ball 
Park.  

 

The Buffaloes were managed 
by Joe Schultz, who later 
gained immortality as the frus-
trated skipper of the Seattle 
Pilots in Jim Bouton’s Ball 
Four. Schultz’s Buffaloes were 
led by a pair of future Hall of 
Famers, Dizzy Dean, and Joe 

“Ducky” Medwick. 
  

Game One presented a great 
contrast and the series' most 
memorable and documented 
contest. Ray Caldwell was a 
41-year-old pitcher, who had 
signed with the Barons in 
1929. He had long since lost 
the zing of his fastball but was 

the perfect foil to Dizzy Dean.  

  

Dean was the 21-year-old ace 
of the Houston Buffaloes, who 
enjoyed boasting about him-
self almost as much as pitch-
ing and would soon become 
the best pitcher in the Nation-
al League with the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Caldwell and Dean 
met in the first game of the 
Dixie Series before a record 
crowd of 20,074 at Rickwood 
Field, many of whom showed 
up just to boo Dean. The leg-
endary pitching duel that un-
folded that day became the 
headline of the greatest base-
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R I C K W O O D ’ S  C H A M P I O N S H I P S :   
T H E  1 9 3 1  B I R M I N G H A M  B A R O N S  

From 1910-21, Ray Caldwell 
won 134 games in the big 
leagues with a lifetime ERA of 
3.22. By 1931, he was near-
ing the end of a long career in 
the minor leagues where he 
won an additional 159 games. 
Dizzy Dean had a relatively 
short major league career 
(1932-41 and 1947) in which 
he won 150 games and post-
ed a 3.02 ERA. Dean won 58 
games for St. Louis’ famed 
Gas House Gang from 1934-
35. Here, he and Caldwell 
pose for a photo at Buff Stadi-
um in Houston during the 
1931 Dixie Series, which the 

Barons won, 4 games to 3. 

“Caldwell and Dean 
met in the first game of  

the Dixie Series before a 

record crowd of  20,074 

at Rickwood Field, 

many of  whom showed 

up to just to boo Dean.”  
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ball game ever played in Birming-
ham, as the Barons won 1-0. 
Birmingham Sportswriter Benny 
Marshall was a child at the time. 
Years later he later recalled the  
bliss of the victory through his 

father’s eyes:  
 

“I think now that there were 
many fathers who left work, 
then came home on Septem-
ber 16, 1931, in Birmingham 
with hats pushed back, with 
song in their voices that light-
ed the eyes of their sons be-
cause Ray Caldwell had won, 
and this surely was the happi-
est day anyone ever had 
known, anywhere. That’s the 
way it was with baseball then.” 

 

However, as Houston proved 
three years earlier, the Texas 
League champions were a tena-
cious group that refused to 
quit. The Buffaloes won the 
next day at Rickwood, 3-0, to 
tie the series, which then shift-
ed to Buff Stadium in Houston. 
The Buffaloes shut out the Bar-
ons again in Game Three, 1-0. 
Dean then got revenge in Game 
Four, as he twirled a 2-0 shut-
out, to give the Buffaloes a 
commanding 3-games-to-1 lead 
in the series. The Barons' of-
fense was lifeless, having been 
shut out three straight times 
and only scoring a single run 
through the first four games. 
Needing to win three in a row, 

the Barons did just that.  

Level 3 is a “Veteran” for a 
$50 donation (and also gets a 
patch); and (4) Level 4 is a 
“Gold Glover” for a $100 do-
nation (and also gets a Rick-
wood shirt). To donate, please 
visit https://rickwood.com/
donate-to-rickwood-field/ or 

write us at: 

The Friends of Rickwood 

Rickwood Field 

1137 2nd Ave West   

Birmingham, AL 35204 

 

We need your help more than 

ever. Thanks! 

The Friends of Rickwood is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion, which was formed in 1992, 
and is dedicated to preserving 
America’s Oldest Ballpark. Any-
one can become a Friend of 
Rickwood by donating to the 

Friends.  

 

We have four levels of member-
ship for individuals and each 
level will receive a certificate, a 
window sticker, and 10% off 
Rickwood merchandise: (1)  
Level 1 is a “Little Leaguer” for 
a $10 donation; (2) Level 2 is a 
“Rookie” for a $25 donation; (3) 
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B E C O M E  A  F R I E N D  O F  R I C K WO O D  

“Needing to win three in 
a row, the Barons did 

just that.” 

In Game Five, Clay Touch-
stone surrendered only one 
run and the Barons’ bats be-
gan to come alive in a 3-1 win 
in Houston. In Game 6, the 
Barons won a wild slugfest 
back at Rickwood, 14-10, as 
Weis, Abernathy, and Bancroft 
all homered for Birmingham 
to deadlock the series a three 

games apiece. 

  

The series returned to Hou-
ston for Game 7. Schultz 
handed the ball to Dean 
again. This time the Barons 
were ready and roughed him 
up for 10 hits to clinch the 
Dixie Series with a 6-3 win. 
Manager Milan summed up 
his club’s grit, stating, “it has 
never been my lot to know a 
gamer ball club than the Bar-
ons. They demonstrated it in 
winning this series after it 
looked awful doubtful.” Dizzy 
Dean was conciliatory in de-
feat, remarking, "I thought I 
had too much speed for the 
Barons; they are a great 
bunch of players and they got 

me by hitting my fastball." 

  

The Barons returned to Bir-
mingham by rail and celebrat-
ed over a victory breakfast at 
the Thomas Jefferson Hotel 

on Sunday morning. 



Rickwood Field 
1137 2nd Ave W 
Birmingham, AL 35204 
205-922-3725 

The Fr iends  of  
Rickwood 

 

 

 

THE RICKWOOD LIBRARY:  Every Other Sunday 

 
In the mid-1990s, Chris Fullerton and Ben Cook were two of the first local researchers to chronicle the histo-
ry of the Birmingham Black Barons and the club's importance to the history of baseball, Birmingham, and 
Rickwood. Their interviews of Negro League veterans like Piper Davis, Sam Hairston, Nat Pollard, and others, 
are still available at the Birmingham Public Library’s digital collection online. 
 
Fullerton's efforts became his master's thesis, “Striking Out Jim Crow,” at the University of Mississippi. In 
1995, he condensed his thesis into an article for The Reader, a publication of the public libraries of Birming-
ham/Jefferson County, and was excited to turn his research into a book. He also became the first executive 
director of the Friends of Rickwood. Sadly, his life was cut short as a result of an automobile accident before 
the second Rickwood Classic in 1997.  
 
To honor his memory, The Friends erected a bas-relief of Fullerton in the gazebo press box, which had been 
added to the roof as a result of his suggestion. In 1999, his friends, family, and associates edited his mas-
ter's thesis and published it as a book, Every Other Sunday: The Story of the Birmingham Black Barons. The 
editors note that “[t]his book is Chris Fullerton’s gift to Birmingham and the Birmingham Black Barons. And it 
is our gift to him.” 
 
In the introduction, Fullerton begins with the end of the Birmingham Black Barons, which came during the 
most consequential year of the Civil Rights Movement in Birmingham in 1963. The Black Barons had long 
been the pride of Birmingham’s Black community, but the club had slowly begun to fade away with the inte-
gration of the Major Leagues in 1947. Fullerton connects the demise of the club after 43 years as a bitter-
sweet, albeit necessary step, along the path toward the end of segregation. He writes: “[t]he Civil Rights 
workers who squared off against Bull Connor and his water cannons picked up with the Black Barons left off, 
inheriting a tradition of persistence and fortitude that served them well in the trying times to come.” 
 
Fullerton then turns to an examination of Southern Culture and the rise of baseball as a national pastime. 
Because of segregation, an unspoken color line soon developed in professional baseball. In 1920, Rube 
Foster organized the Negro National League as a parallel major league for African Americans.  
 
In Birmingham, Black baseball was already popular with strong semi-professional industrial teams such as 
the ACIPCO Pipemen and Stockham Valves and Fittings drawing huge crowds. The Black Barons were formed 
as a minor league team in the Negro Southern League in 1920 by members of ACIPCO but joined the NNL by 
1924. By 1938, the Black Barons became a permanent member of the Negro American League. With play-
ers like Piper Davis, Artie Wilson, Bill Greason, Bill Powell, and later Willie Mays Birmingham won NAL pen-
nants in 1943, 1944, and 1948. However, they were never able to defeat their nemesis -- the Homestead 
Grays -- in the Negro League World Series in any of those seasons.  
 
Fullerton also emphasizes the importance of Rickwood Field’s role in the team’s success. Most of the Black 
Barons’ home games were played all over the South, as the club endured long bus rides to deliver games to 
fans, many of whom lacked funds to travel here. Sundays were special; the Black Barons rented Rickwood 
on Sundays whenever the Barons were on the road. These games were a spectacle as fans attended decked 
out in their Sunday best. According to Fullerton, “every Black Baron player swears emphatically that they 
almost always outdrew the white team … [and] as the home of two distinct ball clubs, [Rickwood] came to 
reflect the dichotomy of race and the centrality of race relations in the psyche of the region.”  
 
Every Other Sunday includes numerous photos with detailed captions, along with selected statistics and 
team rosters for the Black Barons, and even includes a CD-ROM with excerpts of Fullerton’s interviews. The 
book is a milestone in research about the club and its importance to the history of the ballpark as well as the 
Negro Leagues. Every Other Sunday occupies a must-read section of the Rickwood library. 

- Jeb Stewart 

https://www.facebook.com/fri

endsofrickwood/ 

Email address:   
friendsofrickwoodfield@gmail.com 

 

 


